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'THROUGHOUT   THE   PRECEDING   CHAPTERS   much   has

JL been said of such things as discoveries, conflicts on
the battlefields or in the parliamentary arena, the vic-
tory of man over the solitude of the forest, and of
voyages of exploration. The fur trade, the search for
gold and precious metals, the cultivation of the soil;
all these have served to sketch in bold outline or fine
detail the picture of how Canada became an economic
power. An equal effort has been made to plot in every
detail the companion picture in which is shown the
smoothly ascending curve of the political evolution of
Canada in the international family of nations. In the
course of this narration an effort has been made to
transcend the purely material. There is no need to
underestimate those material things which constituted
the good fortune first of New France, then of Canada;
but of equal or greater importance is the full and in-
vigorating impact of things of the spirit. Whatever
the prevailing popular opinion may be, it is still the
spiritual that dominates the world. How often,
during the last war, was it proclaimed that the stake in
that gigantic contest was our way of life, the dignity
of man, freedom of belief and worship! A nation is
more than a community of men, an accumulation of
wealth, a collection of business houses and factories,
even in America where, at first glance, spiritual forces
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